20            SIR MARTIN FROBISHER
But when it was a matter of simple duty, a matter of
humdrum, hammer-and-tongs naval vigilance and
strategy without either spectacular privateering or ac-
tions lurid with glory, she sent for Frobisher. Fro-
bisher, in this sense of the word, was the one of the
first naval officers, just as Sir John Hawkins was the
first naval constructor, who understood the vital im-
portance of material. Frobisher, painfully concocting
sentences to explain his views on the military situation
in Europe while commanding the first Dover Patrol,
was the forerunner of many an unsung but none the less
valued flag officer of the royal navy. It was the most
important event in Frobisher's life since he went to sea.
The times were changing. The rough-and-ready piracy
of the coasts was no longer for him. Elizabeth had
need of him.
But first of all, and this had much to do with the
Northwest Passage, she sent him to Ireland.